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PARTNERSHIP FORUM — GOVERNMENT – NOT-FOR-PROFIT SECTOR 

457. Hon SUE ELLERY to the Leader of the House representing the Premier: 
I refer to the Partnership Forum between the government and the not-for-profit sector. 

(1) What is the membership of the forum for the government and the not-for-profit sector? 

(2) What is the schedule of meetings of the forum? 

(3) Will the forum publish regular reports on its work? 

Hon NORMAN MOORE replied: 
I thank the member for some notice of this question. In preface to the answer, the Liberal–National government 
has taken significant and positive action on providing help to the community sector, including to the child 
protection and disability services sectors, and has provided help for the homeless and seniors’ groups. Among 
the groundbreaking initiatives that complement the Partnership Forum, this government has established a 
$10 million community investment fund through which low-interest loans will be offered to eligible community 
sector organisations. An initial $2 million social innovation grants program to promote new and improved ways 
of delivering social and community services has also been established. The loans, which have generally been out 
of reach for many organisations, will be for capital purposes such as building an income-generating asset base 
through new or refurbished infrastructure. Other examples of ways the loans can be used include for purchasing 
properties, vehicles and equipment; delivering services more effectively; and enabling the organisation to 
become financially sustainable over time. This government has also taken the landmark step of exempting some 
registered businesses and employing people with a disability from aspects of a government tender process. 

Hon Sue Ellery: Good on them. I wonder whether my question will get answered. 

Hon NORMAN MOORE: Just be patient. I did not write the answer; I am just the messenger. 

The Liberal–National government also provides more than $800 million in the disability and community support 
sectors and has taken on a partnership approach to non-government and not-for-profit organisations, which has 
been sorely lacking in previous years. 

This government trusts the community sector and it is demonstrating that trust by empowering organisations to 
provide their services in the best possible way to the people who need the most help. This approach has achieved 
an excellent result in the disability services area where the government supports non-government organisations 
to provide an unmatched quality of service. 

(1) The chairperson of the Partnership Forum is Professor Peter Shergold, AC, Macquarie Group 
Foundation Chair, Centre for Social Impact. The state government members of the forum for the first 12 
months are Terry Murphy, Director General, Department for Child Protection; Eddie Bartnik, Acting 
Director General, Department for Communities; Grahame Searle, Director General, Department of 
Housing; Peter Conran, Director General, Department of the Premier and Cabinet; Ron Alexander, 
Director General, Department of Sport and Recreation; Ron Chalmers, Director General, Disability 
Services Commission; and Neil Guard, Acting Commissioner, Mental Health Commission. The 
community sector members of the forum for the first 12 months are Sue Ash, chief executive officer, 
Western Australian Council of Social Services; Carlo Calogero, state manager, National Disability 
Services WA; Ian Carter, chief executive officer, Anglicare; John Gherardi, president, Western 
Australian Association for Mental Health; Debbie Karasinski, chief executive officer, Senses 
Foundation Inc; Joan McKenna Kerr, chief executive officer, Autism Association of Western Australia; 
and Chris Hall, chief executive officer, UnitingCare West. 

(2) Meetings will be scheduled to be held once every three months. 

(3) It is intended that the Partnership Forum will give consideration to regular reporting of its work. 
 


